24
The country whose language I am learning
The official name of the county is The United Kingdom Of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.  Four nationalities live there English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish. Great Britain consists of three countries England, Scotland and Wales.
It is situated on the British Isles and bordered by the Atlantic Ocean in the north-west and separated from Europe by the North Sea and the English Channel.

The country has a mild and rainy weather. The population of GB is about 60 million people. The largest cities are its capital London, Birmingham, Liverpool and  Manchester.
England occupies the southern part of the country. There are mostly plains and lowlands. The English countryside is famous for its green fields, small picturesque villages with beautiful gardens and old tows and houses. The English south is full of harbour-towns  with its fishing boats and cottages where the English people like to spend their holidays.
Scotland is situated to the north of England. It is the country of traditions, hills, valleys, rivers and old castles. There are two official languages – English and Gaelic. The most beatiful part of Scotland is the region known as the Highlands with the highest peak – Ben Nevis. The most famous lakes are Loch Lomond and Loch Ness where it is said a monster lives. The capital city is Edinburgh. Scotland has many special traditions, such as playing bagpipes and wearing kilts – menś tartan skirts. Scottish whisky is also world-famous.
Wales is a mountainous country like Scotland. The capital is Cardiff. There are two official languages English and Welsh. 

Northern Ireland is a part of UK, Southern Ireland is an independent republic.The capital of NI is Belfast. The country is known for old hatreds between Protestants and Catholics.

Other places worth visiting:

Stonehenge – a historic monument which is more than 3,000 years old. It is still a  mystery who built it. People don´t know if it was a cemetery or observatory or sacred place for Druids.
Hadrian Wall – a long wall built by Romans between Scotland and England to protect Roman soldiers from barbarian attacks. 

The Lake Dictrict National Park – a region full of lakes and beautiful nature. This area is popular with mountaineers, painters and tourists. 

Ancient towns / Cantenbury > the city with a majestic cathedral, Winchester, York
Cambridge and Oxford > old university towns with beautiful gardens, bridges and parks and medieval architecture.
The system of Government > GB in comparison with Slovakia is a constitutional monarchy. The head of the country is the British Queen Elisabeth II, but in fact she has no political power. The head of the Government is the Prime Minister > Gordon Brown, whose seat is at 10 Downing Street. Parliament consists of two chambers > the House of Lords and House of Commons.
London, the capital – the city of historic buildings, monuments, theatres, interesting museums and parks. The river Thames flows through the city. About 9 million people live in the city and the suburbs. Many famous places can be seen in London. The Tower of London, a former royal palace, then a prison and now a museum where the Crown Jewels are kept. Tower Bridge – the best-known bridge over the river Thames with two towers, it can be open so that ships can sail under. Trafalgar Square – one of the largest squares in L. with the statue of Admiral Nelson in the middle. The Houses of Parliament  - the seat of the British Government and next to it you can find a famous clock tower Big Ben. Millenium Eye – a Russian wheel opened to celebrate the year 2000.
Buckingham Palace, 10 Downing Street, 
Hyde Park – the largest park in L. with a lake Serpentine, where people like to go to have a rest, for picnics. The National Gallery – on  Trafalgar Square where visitors can see collections of paintings from all over the world. Tate Gallery- contains  modern arts, Madame Tussaudś with wax figures of famous people.

Transport in London – London is an important centre of transport. You can get around L.in different ways – by underground or tube, by taxi, bus – typical London buses are red and they are called double-deckers, or by a river taxi.
How to get to Britain – We can get to GB by ferry, car, train or by plane. L. has 3 main airports. Heathrow is the busiest airport in the world. If you travel by train , you will travel through The Eurotunnel which was completed in 1993.
Conventions – The British are said to be reserved in manners, dress and speech. They are famous for their politeness, self-discipline, reliability and a special sense of humour. Itś true that they rarely shake hands when they meet. They are fond of animals very much and almost each family has a dog or a cat or other pets. The British are sport loving people. They like football, rugby, golf tennis or horse race and many sports also originated in Britain.
Public holidays in Great Britain are called "Bank Holidays". All the banks, offices, schools, shops and factories are closed on these days. 
Easter is the most important holiday of the Christian Church. Easter lasts four days and begins with Good Friday. On Easter Sunday many families go to church. People usually give chocolate eggs to friends as a present, parents hide eggs somewhere in a house or in the garden and children have to find them.  Easter Monday is a day of rest. There are funfairs with round​abouts in many towns.
 Christmas is the most beautiful of all the "Bank Holidays". Prepara​tions for Christmas start many weeks before. Special Christmas decorations, coloured lights and Christmas trees can be seen in the streets and shops. Christmas carols are sung almost everywhere, in houses, cathedrals and churches. People buy presents and send Christmas postcards to their relatives and friends. On Christ​mas Eve British homes are already decorated with holly, ivy, mistletoe, Christmas tree and coloured lights. Children hang their stockings at the foot of the bed for Santa Claus (Father Christmas) to fill them. In the morning of Christmas Day children get up early to find and enjoy Christmas presents. Mothers prepare the traditional Christmas dinner: filled turkey or duck and Christmas pudding afterwards. The evening is spent in games and entertainment. The following day is Boxing Day when Christmas boxes with presents are given to postmen, dustmen and other people who do services to the household.

Halloween – is celebrated on 31st October in English-speaking countries, especially in the USA and Britain. People believe that bad spirits, like ghosts come out in winter, so they want them to go away. They make lanterns usually from a pumpkin and put a candle in the hole. Both adults and children dress like witches and ghosts and go to Halloweenś parties. The decorations are usually in black and orange. Children also go “trick or treating”, it means they go from house to house in the place where they live. At the door they say: “Trick or treat? “, and the person must decide – either they give the children a treat (like fruit or chocolate) or the children will play a trick on them – if children don´t get anything they throw eggs at the house.
